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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education initiatives, programs, events, staff and student achievements & more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 
        793-3220 ext. 236, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

National Mentoring Month Marked 
with Motivational Speaker 
In recognition of National Mentoring Month, 
Plainville High School hosted a student as-
sembly on January 29th for the +KIK (Positive 
Kids Influencing Kids) and Devil's Advocate 
Peer Mentoring Program. Tony Collins, a re-
tired NFL Patriots player, was the guest motiva-
tional speaker. He spoke to the peer mentoring 
groups and the student body about making right 
choices in life and what mentoring and being a 
leader means to fellow peers. The event was 
funded by a grant from the Governor's Preven-
tion Partnership / Connecticut Mentoring Fund.  
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Collaboration Creatures! 
The eighth grade Art Club at the Middle 
School recently collaborated on an art project 
with Mrs. Cartnick’s kindergarten class at Tof-
folon. Each kindergarten student paired up with 
an eighth grade buddy to draw imaginary crea-
tures. The students swapped these drawings 
and added color to each other’s art. The finished 
pieces are currently on display at Toffolon.  

High School Students Honored in Art 
Awards Program 
Five PHS students were selected to receive 
honors in the 2016 Annual Connecticut Scholastic 
Art Awards program, in the areas of Drawing, Ce-
ramics and Painting. The artwork was exhibited at 
the Silpe Gallery, located on the University of 
Hartford campus. The 2016 Connecticut Regional 
Scholastic Art awards exhibition features select 
work from 130+ public and private Connecticut 
schools. Student artwork is juried by professional 
artists and university art faculty and is selected on 
merit for inclusion in a statewide art exhibition 
held at the Hartford Art School. Beyond the honor 
of being selected for this high quality exhibit, stu-
dents may be awarded Gold or Silver keys and 
Honorable Mention Awards in each of 17 media 
categories. The Connecticut Art Education Asso-
ciation and the Hartford Art School at the Univer-
sity of Hartford sponsor the exhibition. The follow-
ing award winners represented PHS: 

Kaylee Roux, grade 12, Honorable Mention Award, 
Ceramics (Lena Pietri) 

Lauren Yorski, grade 12, Silver Key Award, Ceramics 
(Lena Pietri) 

Katie Schmidt, grade 11, Silver Key Award, Drawing 
and illustration (Mario Pires) 

Amanda Michaud, grade 11, Silver Key award, Draw-
ing and illustration (Mario Pires) 

Isabella Fil, grade 12, Silver Key award, Drawing and 
illustration  (Mario Pires) 

Elementary Schools Take On “One 
Book, One Community” 
The Wheeler, Linden & Toffolon school com-
munities will soon embark upon a collective 
reading initiative entitled "One Book, One Com-
munity." Students in kindergarten through fifth 
grade at each of the schools will read Friendship 
According to Humphrey by Betty G. Birney. The 
book will be read by aloud teachers in class-
rooms, along with discussions and a variety of 
book related activities. A districtwide committee 
selected the book and planned activities, includ-
ing a culminating event to be held this spring. 
The One Book One Community initiative is slat-
ed to launch in conjunction with Read Across 
America in March. 

STAFF NEWS...Welcome to new Middle School 
of Plainville English / Language Arts teacher Mrs. Pa-
tricia Sheriden. Patricia previously held teaching posi-
tions in Hamden, Fairfield, Bridgeport, New Haven, 
and Ireland! 


